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iOS 7 Photo app!!
The only method for organizing photos in the Photo app is by date along with three categories that 
photos are organized in. These categories are Photos, Shared, and Albums.!!
Photos!

!!
The highest level of organization in Photos is by Years (Fig. 1). For each year you see a collection of 
very small thumbnails. Each thumbnail is of one image. If you have taken 2,000 photos in one year, 
you'll see 2,000 tiny thumbnails. If any photo in that group has a GPS location tag embedded in it, you 
will see to the right and above that group a list of location names with a '>' symbol on the far right. Tap 
on that list and you will see a map (Fig. 2) with icons in it identifying where a photo was taken, each 
icon will have a number in the upper right corner showing how many photos can be found at that 
location. Tapping on the icon will display all the photos. But if you zoom in on the map at one of those 
icons, that icon may split apart showing two or more icons, each with its own number. This is because 
at the high level view multiple locations may overlap. The exact position of the location icon may not be 
accurate.!!
Tapping on one of the groups for a given Year, the view expands to show new groups of thumbnails by 
month, with some months overlapping or combined (Fig. 3). These groups are called Collections.!
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Tapping on one of the Collections will then expand to show individual dates (Fig.4). These groups are 
called Moments. To the far right and above each Moment is a Share link. Tapping on the Share link will 
show options for sharing the entire Moment or share selected photos from that Moment. Tapping on 
Share some photos will show a new screen with all the photos. You tap on each photo you want to 
share and a check mark appears on that photo. Tapping on Share in the upper right corner of the 
display pops up a selection of ways to share. This includes Airdrop, Message, Mail, iCloud, Facebook, 
and Flickr.!
!

At the top right of the Moments screen is a Select link (Fig. 4). Tapping on Select will allow you to scan 
through all photos regardless of year or date taken (Fig. 8) and tap on individual photos to then add that 
selection to an Album. You can only add the selection to an Album that is not greyed out, but at the very 
bottom of the list of Albums you can create a new Album.!
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Tapping on any thumbnail in a Moment will display the photo (Fig. 10). To see the photo in fullscreen 
mode (Fig. 11), tap on the photo . You cannot edit the photo in this mode. Tap again to return to the 
previous display. In the upper right corner of the display is an Edit link (Fig. 10). Tap on Edit and the 
display will show several options at the bottom for editing the photo (Fig. 12). This includes rotating, 
auto enhance, filters, red eye removal, and crop.!
!
Shared!
The icon for this group looks the same as the iCloud icon , and that’s because a Shared Stream is 
published via the iCloud server. Every photo you take with your iOS device is automatically sent to 
iCloud and within moments is available to all your other iOS devices in the Photo app and in your Mac 
in iPhoto, so there is no need to put them in a Shared Stream—without a good reason.!!
A good reason for a Shared Stream is to specifically share a collection of photos with someone else on 
their device or computer (yes, the PC, or, and this is important, if you want to have a permanent 
selection of photos in iCloud (the My Photo Stream in iOS is NOT a permanent storage; see this link for 
details). When you post a Shared Stream, the email invitation (Fig. 14) they get enables them to 
subscribe to that photo stream which then makes it available on their device even if they don't have an 
iCloud account. What's more, you can allow them to post new photos in that shared stream, hence the 
true meaning of ‘shared'.!!

NOTE: For details on usage limitations of Shared Streams, see the Apple KnowledgeBase 
article here:!

http://support.apple.com/kb/HT4858!!
Working in this part of the Photo app is very similar to how you share photos as mentioned in Photos 
above. Start by tapping on the Shared icon. If you haven’t already created a Shared Stream as 
explained in Moments above, the next thing you see is a screen with a notice to create a new stream 
(Fig. 13). Tap on the link Create New Stream and the screen changes with a prompt for you to enter a 
name for the stream (Fig. 14). Do that, then tap Next. The next screen prompts you to invite someone 
you want to share the stream with (Fig. 15). If it is just for you, don’t enter an email address, just tap 
Create. The next screen then shows that you have created a new stream (Fig. 16), and now it’s time to 
add some photos, and there are several different ways to do that, and I’ve already mentioned one. !!
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You can at any time invite others to subscribe to your Shared Steam (Fig. 17).!!
At this point, the obvious thing to do is tap on Add Photos or Videos…. In the next screen, you can 
choose to select photos from Albums or Photos (Fig. 18). The default shows you Moments in the 
Photos group. You can bounce around to any place in your library selecting (almost) as many photos 
and videos as you like (keeping in mind that there are limits and some restrictions). At the top of the 
screen you will see a running count of the number of photos that are selected. When you finish 
selecting photos, tap on Done in the upper right of the screen. And by the way, there is no Cancel link 
anywhere. No matter how you try, the only way to cancel is to unselect everything you selected and 
then tap Done.!

!

The final step is to post the stream (Fig. 19). You then see the results (Fig. 20).!
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You can of course delete a Shared Stream (Fig. 21), and when you do, you will delete those photos and 
the stream from every person’s device who subscribed to that stream. And if you also deleted the 
photos from your library, they are all gone with no way to recover without a backup.!!
If you invited someone to share that stream, they get a message similar to this (Fig. 22):!

!
Albums!
There are three categories for albums. These are Camera Roll, My Photo Stream, and any albums that 
you have created (Fig. 23). If you have synced your photos using iTunes on a Mac, in Albums you will 
also see as albums Videos, Events, Faces, Last 12 Months, and Last Import. !!
The Camera Roll group contains every photo taken with that iOS 7 device, or that you put there from 
another album. The My Photo Stream group contains a maximum of 1000 photos (in a first in-first out 
rotation) that exist in the iCloud Photo Stream. The iCloud Photo Stream keeps new photos put there 
for a maximum of 30 days.!!

NOTE: Mac users should read about how My Photo Stream photos are managed in this Apple 
KnowledgeBase article:!

http://support.apple.com/kb/ht4486!
That critical information will help you avoid losing photos that you think should be in the iCloud 
Photo Stream.!

Figure 19 Figure 20 Figure 21

Figure 22



!
You will only see additional albums if you have created an album in 
iPhoto on a Mac or you have created new albums as mentioned above 
in selecting photos in Moments.!!
You can move photos around from one album to another. Tapping on 
any album opens the view to the photos in that album. Then, tapping 
on Select in the upper right of the screen enables you to tap on any 
number of photos in that album in any sequence. A check mark will 
appear on the selected photos. Next, at the bottom of the screen, tap 
on Add To. In the next screen, scroll through the list of albums shown 
and select any one of the albums that is not greyed out. You might be 
disappointed if you find that the one album you want to move the 
selected photos to is greyed out. I can offer no explanation for this.!!
!

!
Other Photo Apps!!

If you purchased a new iPhone 5S, it comes with iPhoto and iMovie. If you have an older iPhone or 
iPad, you should consider purchasing iPhoto. The iPhoto app has many useful editing features that are 
not found in the default Photo app, and it is quite similar to iPhoto on the Mac. But, if you really want a 
photo app with terrific editing features including layers, get PhotoForge2. The downside of PhotoForge2 
is that you have to import photos from the photo library and then export them back to the photo library. 
You also have to be careful about not overriding the original photo when you do the export.!!

Another useful photo editing app that 
doesn't overwrite the original is 
Snapseed, which is much better than 
Adobe Photoshop Express. It's also a 
bit easier to use than PhotoForge2, 
and the way it makes adjustments is 
quite similar to creating layers and 
masks without needing to know 
anything about layers and masks. Oh, 
I forgot to mention that it is Free. It 
also takes photos. Basically, it's your 
all-in-one photo app, almost.!!
There are other fantastic photo apps 
for different purposes. Camera+ is 
incredible for taking photos, and for 
competition there's Camera Pro.!!
Then there's CP Pro. For HDR, there's 
HDR+ Camera and Photo Camera. !

!
For those who want it their way, with the PhotoTransfer App anyone can transfer photos and videos 
(some limitations apply) from any device (Mac, iOS, Windows, and Android) to any other device. The 
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transfer app for Mac and Windows is free, iOS devices $2.99, Android $1.99. If you own multiple 
devices, pay once for all of them (unless you own a mix of Android and iOS).!!
Apple has provided a Knowledge Base document that gives detailed instructions for transferring photos 
from an iOS device to either a Mac or Windows. This is worth checking out because it doesn't involve 
adding an app to the device. Read about it here: http://support.apple.com/kb/ht4083!!
You really shouldn't limit yourself to any one photo or camera app. Install all that you want to tinker with. 
Learn the features that make you want to take pictures. Record your life in ways that would make a 
professional jealous!!!
Searching for a Photo!
It boils down to this: in the Photo app, there is no way to search for a photo by filename or keyword. 
Photoful is the closest thing to providing a search capability, but that requires you to add tags to every 
photo. If hundreds of photos have the same tag, you still have to scan through all the thumbnails with 
that tag to find the one photo you are looking for. Additionally, the tags you assign in Photoful are not 
available to any other app. If you assign keywords to a photo in iPhoto or any other app, those 
keywords are not available to any iOS app that I know of.!!
Fotohound claims to search for your photos, but it only searches for a date, a time, a location, or by 
orientation. Searching for a date doesn’t help because you might have imported a photo on January 1 
of 2001 and the photo was actually taken on August 11 of 2008, or you have no idea when it was taken 
or imported. Searching for a location is not helpful if the photo doesn’t have a GPS tag. What you really 
want to search for is a keyword, album, event, or filename. Filenames only help if you bothered to 
change the filename; you probably have duplicate filenames with different pictures and don’t know it.!!
So, the best and only way to search for a photo is to make sure that you have a resource on your 
computer, like iPhoto for the Mac or FastStone for Windows. For both platforms, Picasa will do, or even 
one of the Adobe apps that provide a browser. But that also means you have to be diligent in assigning 
keywords to every photo to avoid having to look at hundreds or thousands of thumbnails for that one 
precious moment. And having keywords, events, and albums for photos in the app on the computer 
doesn’t help when all you have at the moment is your iPhone or iPad or iPod.!!
Taking Photos!
I’ve gotten many questions about how to take photos with the iPhone or iPad. For this, you need an app 
that is much better than the Camera app that comes with iOS 7. I’ve already mentioned some of them 
above, and each one has its own advantages and disadvantages. Of all the camera apps I have used, 
the 645 Pro Mk II (available in the App Store) has the most useful features for taking a photo along with 
some editing tools.!!
Good photos begins with good lighting, and there is no substitute for that. Then comes a good camera 
followed by skill in selecting a subject and composing the subject. All of this is beyond the scope of this 
article, but you can get some good pointers from a Take Control eBook recently released titled, “Your 
Digital Photos on a Mac.”!!
Additional Reading!
Gigaom: http://gigaom.com/2013/09/21/taking-editing-and-sharing-photos-in-ios7/!
Lifehacker: http://lifehacker.com/the-best-photography-apps-for-iphone-2014-edition-1496689753!
HowStuffWorks: http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/cell-phone-apps/10-great-iphone-camera-
apps.htm!
PhotoTransfer: http://www.phototransferapp.com!
Take Control: Your Digital Photos on a Mac!



Take Control: MacWorld Digital Photography Superguide!
645 Pro Mk II for iPhone, iPad & iPod Touch!!
Disclaimer: Everything here is my opinion based on my research and personal usage. All references to 
trademark names are the property of their respective owners and no claim is made herein as to their 
actual usefulness or value.


